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Research on the Cultural Symbol System of Chinese Wood-Block New Year Prints
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Abstract:Chinese wood-block new year prints are ancient cultural symbols of Chinese heritage, which have developed into a unique cultural symbol
system over centuries. This study analyzes the prints from the four basic functions of symbols based on semiotics. This paper, based on theme, structures
the symbol system of Chinese wood-block new year prints into five hierarchical levels using a dendritic model: major category symbols, sub-category
symbols, basic category symbols, individual symbols, and elemental symbols. Based on this model, the study further performs a detailed cultural element
segmentation and symbolic stratification of a vast array of Chinese wood-block new year prints, ultimately establishing a preliminary cultural symbol
system for these artworks.
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